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My research plan focuses on exploring the relationship between prosody acquisition and
English proficiency among Japanese EFL learners. Previous studies, including my own,
suggest that learners who acquire natural prosodic features such as rhythm, stress, and
intonation tend to achieve higher levels of overall proficiency. In this study, I will analyze
the listening and speaking performance of university students and correlate it with their
prosodic development, using both qualitative and quantitative methods. Special attention
will be given to how prosody influences listening comprehension, speaking fluency, and
even writing performance. The findings are expected to provide pedagogical implications
for English education in Japan, where pronunciation training is often neglected.
Ultimately, this research aims to propose effective classroom practices that integrate
prosody training into existing curricula, thereby contributing to the improvement of
English communication skills and supporting Japan’s broader goal of fostering globally

competent citizens.
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